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EDITORIAL 


Tue December issue TEACHING will special one the 
education handicapped children. Contributions are invited the 
education the blind, the deaf and dumb, the physically handicapped, 
the mentally deficient, the juvenile delinquent, night schools and other 
aspects the education handicapped children. 

Articles should reach the Editor September. 


EDITOR 


Question Answer 


What are the most effective measures for teaching 
Safety First young children? 


The following are some suggestions which have been tried 
out. (1) Take groups children out the roads for 
observation traffic control; show them road signs, etc. 
(2) Take children for bus tram ride, asking them 
beforehand observe ways which people board and alight 
from trams and buses. Show them the proper ways doing 
this and also the value the queue habit. (3) Demonstrate 
rules the road and rules the pavements. (4) Get bus 
driver conductor come and have conversational half- 
hour with the children. Let this not talk the driver 
passive listeners. Encourage children ask many 
questions possible. (5) Lessons Safety First should 
given children, but these should practical possible. 
Making posters, exhibition ready-made posters; 
keeping scrap books; Safety First games (of which there 
are many); performing Safety First plays—all these should 
really form part the lessons. (6) Form school patrol 
squad and let operate outside the building just 
before the school assembles and when the school day ends. 
With the co-operation the traffic policeman across the road 
much can achieved. 

There are other aspects Safety First besides road and 

street safety—such waging war waste, flies and food, 
how use the telephone emergencies, what case 
fire—how use household materials and equipment and 

several other aspects everyday life. 

Anexcellent series pamphlets Safety First were issued 
some time ago the Safety First Association India, 
Education Department, Electric House, Bombay. 
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PROGRESS REPORTS These Must 
Child’s All-Round 

AND SCHOOL RECORDS 


* 


was told recent headmasters’ conference, and seriously 
upheld when challenged, father who told headmaster that not 
only did not know what classes his children were studying, 
but that did not even know how many children had! Every 
headmaster knows that such parent very far from typical, and that 
most parents take keen interest their children’s progress through 
school. true that progressive educationists sometimes complain 
that too often the parents’ interest concentrated examination 
results and promotions rather than the all-round development 
the children, but for educationists consider how much have 
encouraged this one-sided interest the kind Progress Report 
send home two three times year. most our report 
given record marks school subjects, and dismiss the 
pupils’ physical achievements with cursory one-word remark such 
‘Good’, ‘Fair’, and deal equally unhelpful manner with his social 
and moral Good’—it hardly wondered 
parents think that the school’s main business the imparting 
information, and its chief interest the pupils’ academic attainments. 
This indeed may have been true some, not many, schools the 
not-so-distant past, but all know, the emphasis modern 
education has shifted the all-round development the child. The 
introduction citizenship training the schools the Madras State 
example how this change emphasis being implemented. 
The question have now ask is, ‘Do our Progress Reports reflect 
this change emphasis?’ 

many countries, including India, there considerable discussion 
about the keeping cumulative record cards for each pupil, and 
various forms have been suggested, and some countries tried out. 
The chief purpose the record card help the school its job 
fostering the all-round development the pupil. The purpose 
the Progress Report inform the parent his child’s progress, 
and enlist his co-operation. Teacher-parent co-operation far more 
important when the aim education all-round development than 
when there is, speak, division labour, the school assuming 
responsibility for the intellectual development the child, and the 
home for the spiritual, social and moral development. All thoughtful 
educationists know that this false dichotomy and that the child must 
considered unit, but does represent what has been fairly 
common assumption. 

has been suggested that the record cards should show the pupil’s 
physical measurements and his achievements certain activities, such 
running and jumping: that his performance arts and crafts 
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various kinds should rated; and that, addition these and his 
academic record there should assessment personality traits. 
connexion with this last section that doubts arise. The purpose 
such assessment, course, help the teacher discover where 
the child needs help his personality development. The critics this 
assessment frequently take the position that this very difficult 
and delicate matter and that rate child low co-operation 
initiative may give him bad name that will stick. important 
question, course, whether the child should know anything about 
his personality rating, and that where the question putting onto 
the Progress Report comes in. Some people consider that knowledge 
his personality rating may make child self-conscious, and either 
priggish, rebellious discouraged. the other hand, has also 
been held that only when child knows that detailed record 
his behaviour being kept that will come believe that character 
matters much examination marks. seems certain that there 
should fuller report social development and conduct than 
usual the present Progress Reports, but that remarks should far 
possible constructive nature. The ratings the record card 
and his own observations provide the teacher with his raw material. 
His remarks and suggestions are interpretation the boy’s character 
the light the record. 

Let now consider the Progress Report, and what should into it. 
What does the parent want know? wants know his child 
making satisfactory progress, and how compares with other children. 
Here come against our first difficulty. child limited ability 
may making quite good progress for his ability, but may not compare 
well with other children the same class. Both these facts should come 
into the Progress Report, namely, the fact that has below average 
ability, but that working his capacity. Some people say, 
‘Oh, but parent will like hear that his child below average 
intelligence’. That, course, true. But unless the unpalatable fact 
recognized the child’s poor record may put down quite wrongly 
laziness. child should get credit for effort rather than native intelli- 
gence, for the latter something that born either well endowed 
with poorly endowed with, and lies outside his control. parent 
and teacher should glad know that child ‘doing his best” 
however limited that best may be. 

The most useful way assessing child’s general intelligence 
reliable intelligence tests where these are available. 
ready guide the child’s age comparison with either the average age 
the class the statutory age the class. If, for example, the 
recognized age for entering school five years then the statutory age for 
the first class five years, for the second class six years and on. 
child whose age the same anything year more than 
the statutory age for his class may considered average for his class. 
The child who detained several times, naturally becomes much older 


4 
A 
q 
7 
4 { 
7 
og 


JEAN FORRESTER 


than his classmates. This rough-and-ready classification age does 
not deal satisfactorily with the child who has lost schooling through 
illness who started school late, nor with the 
record cards should reveal the first two groups. The ‘late-developer’ 
one who backward for part his school career, and harm 
done noting the fact. His improved scholastic record when 
comes proof his accelerated development. 

The Progress Report should therefore show the average age the 
class the statutory age, and the pupil’s age comparison with 
that, with the remark: ‘average for the class’, ‘young for the class’, ‘old 
for the class’. 

This basic grading the pupils age very important. Although 
the exponents Basic Education advocate the grouping children 
according their all-round development still for the most part keep 
the custom grouping our children according their academic 
achievement, and within this context that, for the moment, 
must consider Reports. Under our present system their physical and social 
development are completely ignored, and very largely their innate 
intelligence. follows therefore that manage get class 
children who have approximately the same scholastic attainments, there 
will considerable differences their physical, social and emotional 
development. child young for his class because academi- 
cally advanced cannot expected reach the same standard 
physical activities his classmates. His Progress Report should 
therefore show whether his performance satisfactory for his age irre- 
spective the way compares with that his Similarly 
with social development: although child may 
advanced his emotional development may still that the average 
child his age, and his personality development and his behaviour 
must judged accordingly. 

Then again, just the child’s innate intelligence must used 
the basis assessment his progress academic studies, must the 
child’s temperament and psychological background taken into 
consideration assessing character. again question native 
endowment and what does with it. increase sociability and 
willingness show initiative means far more the case 
naturally diffident child, much repressed home, than does the 
case naturally friendly child who lives encouraging atmosphere. 
There the story the man who, rebuked for asperity, said, ‘Young 
man, control more temper every fifteen minutes than you will have 
life-time’. are noting progress character must 
remember that all not start equal. Nor must expect all 
achieve the same kind character the end, though naturally 
want the same basic virtues for all. Untold harm could done this 
emphasis came mean attempt fit everyone into the same mould. 
one, incidentally, can become self-confident order, and 
help child tell him that should have more self-confidence, 
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though may useful suggest parent how such self-confidence 
might fostered. the teacher writes report, ‘K.S. should try 
develop little more self-confidence’, the child will get help, but 
will, through sense helplessness, have his meagre store confidence 
diminished. If, instead, the teacher the beginning the term goes 
through the record, and notes that K.S. very diffident, tries foster 
his confidence little ways such using praise where possible, asking 
him things which will succeed and then able write 
his Report, glad notice that K.S. has taken rather more 
active part class activities this term. can relied upon 
well whatever undertakes. should, however, like see him 
little more the fore making suggestions’, will have helped him 
considerably. 

little pamphlet called ‘School Reports’ issued the University 
London Institute Education and the Home and School Council 
Great Britain, the sample report given starts with the headmaster’s 
comments. these the pupil’s academic work dealt with one 
sentence, while paragraph about 130 words given description 
his general personality development and some practical suggestions 
his parents. Next comes short paragraph character the 
group master, then paragraph social development. After that 
comes note physical development and health during the term, 
followed comment his performance each the games 
plays. Then there section crafts with comment few 
sentences his performance, followed similar section arts. 
Then there are series detailed comments his performance 
each the academic subjects. Last all come the examination 
results. These are given not marks, but grades, Distinction, 
Good Credit, Credit, Pass, Weak Pass, Fail, and class 
the general result. ranks are given. 

Now this good, should the Report show the rank? There are 
one two things said about rank order. this based solely 
examinations large element chance enter which pupil 
comes first, second third, which, for example, comes ninth, tenth 
eleventh. someone else had valued the papers, the same 
teacher had valued them different day, different questions had 
been set the rank order might well have been different, least within 
certain range marks. The rank order therefore not accurate 
picture relative ability the class, though usually interpreted 
such and prizes awarded accordingly. When class marks are considered 
deciding the rank order this element chance lessened though 
there are all the difficulties teachers who set easier exercises some 
subjects than others and the additional difficulty making sure that 
exercise represents boy’s unaided work. But rank really 
important? Does matter very much whether boy first rather than 
third, ninth rather than eleventh? These ranks, apart from giving 
false impression accuracy, tend encourage overmuch the 
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competitive spirit. The grades show the parent quite clearly whether his 
child above the average his class, level with the average, 
below it. The age grading and the comments should make clear 
whether doing his best. 

The order items this sample report well worth considering, 
with its subtle suggestion that the first consideration general develop- 
ment rather than academic distinction. The last part this report 
place for the parent’s report behaviour during the holidays, including 
list activities and interests. The report returned the school 
the beginning the term and filed. The complete folio reports 
handed over the parent when the boy leaves school. These 
reports are confidential documents from the school the parents and 
should not shown the pupil without consultation with the 
headmaster. Where possible sure that reports will treated 
confidentially and that the parents will understand that the purpose 
comments and suggestions not criticism but the welfare the 
pupil there can much value the school’s reporting much more 
detail than common the child’s general behaviour and adjustment. 
necessary that parents should understand fully the purpose such 
remarks, else resentment and misunderstanding may result instead 
co-operation. This field which parent-teacher organizations 
might much propaganda. 
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GIFTED CHILDREN Special Study 


PROBLEM STATED 


DEFINITELY new orientation was given education with Pestalozzi’s 
dictum: ‘Psychologize Faced with Darwin’s ‘natural 
selection’ and ‘the survival the fittest’ evolution opened rather 
bleak prospect for humanity. Education now appeared futile 
effort against Nature’s inexorable processes. Huxley, however, inter- 
preted the phrase mean ‘not much the survival the fittest, but 
the fitting the greatest possible number This reimposed 
the educators the task applying psychology education and 
devising new techniques and methods for the conscious development 
the race. 

The advent ‘mental measurement’, Binet, Terman and others, 
revolutionized the educational world. With the knowledge the actual 
measurement the abilities his pupils definite meaning was 
assigned the many-sided problems teacher’s everyday life. 
Special methods teaching, suitable the majority the class, 
which was composed pupils possessed normal intelligence, were 
devised. But was found that there were few who could not follow 
the normal course, but always remained behind. Burt and others took 
the problem these backward children and formulated number 
ways improve them. There were still others however found 
the class, who, after quick apprehension the course imparted 
the normal children, spent their time idly. These extraordinary, 
other words, gifted children, are the joy the teacher and the 
heroes the class. But their problem, though important, remained 
untackled spite all the advances made educational theory. 

One reason for the general neglect this field pedagogy has been 
the widespread belief that the apparently gifted child merely pre- 
cocious.? Others believed that nothing would lost, and much would 
gained for human welfare, cutting off the variants the curve 
distribution: i.e. cutting off those who fall low intellect and 
stability, and increasing the number those who fall highest. Recent 
experimental studies have proved conclusively that the former has little 
foundation fact, while the latter may attacked several 
grounds. Hollingworth contends: ‘Civilization becomes complex 
through the discoveries and inventions superior deviates. was 
they who invented wheel and lever, clock and calendar, court and 
statute-book. They discovered the use gravity, steam and electricity. 
When moral life and industrial life become very complicated, great 
number men are unable meet the situations devised and perish 
mentally, morally and physically. Law may become intricate tha 
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only the most balanced can accept restrictions. Mechanical and chemical 
contrivances may grow numerous and complex that typical human 
nature cannot cope with them. Would better, then, end 
invention its source, eliminating superior mankind 
thereby might lose other gifts, wholly benign for all, which only the 
superior deviate can The author puts number questions 
and drives the importance proper handling the children with 
superior talents. 

There another group people whose objection this problem 
is, perhaps, most severe. They are the pioneers communist in- 
struction who attack the method the grounds equality and co- 
operation. They conclude: ‘By providing special education the gifted, 
are not creating new class intellectually aristocratic?’ Yes, certainly 
so. Professor has furnished fervent reply this most 
eloquent language:* ‘The phrase equality opportunity implies 
competition, otherwise one would say equality 
court “equality” justice certainly demands that schools shall 
open every child can take advantage it. Progress civiliza- 
tion demands co-operation, marching forward, each his place. But 
demands also selection, that the place fits the man and the man fits 
the place; and demands also privilege, for some leave the ranks and 
carry out those individual works genius which, the eyes some, 
have been the real steps the ladder progress.’ 

realize how important this problem though has been much 
neglected far. gifted children lies the hope the nation’s future. 
They are the pioneers art and literature, science and industry. 
They are the leaders the community and benefactors humanity. 
the duty every nation provide special facilities for the 
education the gifted child. And herein lies the duty the educa- 
tionist study the nature such children and furnish them with 
proper educational nutrition. 


NATURE THE GIFTED 


According Terman, those who have between 110 and 120 
are superior intelligence, those between 120 and 140 are very 
superior intelligence; and those who have above 140 are near genius. 
may regard 120 the lower limit the gifted, this has 
been the estimation all those who have studied the problem the 
gifted. Regarded thus, they form about per cent the whole 
school population. 

Some educational psychologists have been engaged conducting 
researches with regard the nature gifted children. Their findings 
may summarized below: 

the majority cases, the display abilities general, rather 
than special. few children, talented special lines, manifest very 


Hollingworth, Special Talents and Defects. 
Thomson, Godfrey H., Modern Philosophy Education, ch. 
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superior general intelligence also; others evince moderate general 
ability only. 

Gifted children, who are taught home for several years, either 
parents tutors, usually possess richer background, larger 
fund general information and far more extensive vocabulary than 
normal children the same age. The average gifted child said 
read more than the average normal child 15. Sometimes child 
might found lacking one subject another. But few weeks’ 
definite instruction those subjects will usually bring the child 
greatly above the level for his chronological age. The progress 
content subjects greater than tool subjects. Yet the results 
standardized tests show that gifted children who have experienced 
any systematic organized training usually earn scores even those 
less-popular subjects greatly excess the norm for the grade 
which they are located. 

There are certain qualities, which are sometimes undeveloped the 
highly gifted child, especially when tutored home. Some show 
dislike manual work, minority them evince utter inability play 
and understand other children. Perhaps this the reason why, usually, 
gifted children are not understood home and are misunderstood out- 
side. But almost every case they quickly adapt themselves 
environment affording contacts with children their own mental level. 
general, they are socially adaptable, they play normally, co-operate 
and are good leaders. They express friendliness and goodwill towards 
other children, who turn admire and like them. 

large percentage these children enjoy good health; they have 
quicker motor reactions, higher body weight, stronger handgrasp 
than normal for their age, sex and race; they are above the average 
height. few however are highly strung, nervous and underweight 
for their height. 

The gifted child exceedingly studious. With some, the desire for 
knowledge seems almost obsession; with others studious habits 
arise from sheer interest. the other hand, there are others who are 
mentally lazy: perhaps this trait may further increased they are 
made while away their time with the normal and subnormal children, 
with whom they fail live their capacity. 

The gifted show greater moral sensitiveness and have more self- 
confidence, sense humour, desire excel, truthfulness, desire know, 
originality and common sense. rule the critical faculty the 
gifted child highly developed, evidenced the ability criticize 
himself, and accept graciously the criticism 


Stedman, L.M., Education Gifted Children, ch. iv. 
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Endowment versus Environment 


Heredity plays important part the determination the amount 
intelligence individual possesses. Galton holds that genius can 
inherited. fact, majority gifted children come from highly 
educated families. Still evident that few come from families less 
educated thoroughly uneducated. true sense that what has 
been preordained the protozoa cannot changed even Act 
Parliament; but also true that without favourable environment 
inherited ability cannot developed into outstanding achievement. 
the case backward children possible raise their 
placing them improved environment, and this true also gifted 
children. Providing suitable environment for such children should 
regarded obligation resting the shoulders parents 
and teachers. 


Education Parents 


Home teaching incidental, informal and exceedingly effective 
because administered response the felt need the part 
the child. The mechanical process must taught the use 
much concrete material. Self-activity and self-expression 
some concrete way should fostered. The gifted child usually 
has hobby, such writing descriptions, poems, drawing, painting, 
singing, playing instruments inventing toys mechanical 
apparatus. These interests lead investigation, wide reading, visiting 
libraries and museums, collecting data, using the research method and 
attacking problems scientific manner. 

have noticed queer case gifted child who was extremely 
sensitive and imaginative. was rough-handled ignorant parents 
and turned dull and insane early stage his development. 


The Teachers’ Task 


(1) Classification according number experiments 
have been tried the United States encourage the gifted child. 
few may enumerated way illustration and example: 

(a) Three-rates-of-progress system: few cities, such Oakland, 
California, have followed this system, which the children typical 
ability (great majority) proceed median rate, the lowest quartile 
(exclusive the very lowest percentile) proceeding more slowly and 
the highest quartile more rapidly. This system provides flexibility 
for those advance the ordinary one-rate-of-progress system, 
allowing for individual differences general intelligence. 

(b) Opportunity room: Education based individual differences, 
which the method the opportunity room, permits the child set 
his own pace the work, the maximum his capacity, develop 
habits industry and mental alertness and every way make the 
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most his abilities and talents. Since the opportunity room places the 
child competition with his mental peers, inimical vanity, 
egotism supercilious attitude towards the attainment others, but 
favourable intellectual development through mutual stimulation. 
spite all these activities, pupils are found have been able 
finish their regular courses least two years earlier than what 
required for normal 

(c) The bold experiment conducted one the New York Public 
Schools: Here one the boys girls aged may found 
working out complicated chess problem, another may explaining 
the operation gyro-pilot third and other groups may found 
studying the theory telephonic communication, radio and the like. 
The regular school work finished the morning; the afternoons are 
free for research projects which are selected the children themselves 
and which they work and the seminar method. most 
schools such children would pushed ahead and their adjustment with 
their older classmates becomes incompatible; these will reach high 
school the normal age but with fund knowledge far beyond 
normal. 

The scientific classification children the practical result the 
modern discovery individual differences. child, has been 
found, does his best work his own mental group and then feels 
the stretch his intellectual muscles. One child differs from another 
aptitude, attitude, character, rhythm, and capacity for work. being 
increasing effort seems necessary make our classes less hetero- 
geneous. abroad has shown that children bright and dull, 
quick and slow, not only recognize these differences, but the long 
run appreciate the differentiation. 

(2) Enrichment Curricular adjustment may take the 
form enabling pupils more than the normal number 
subjects each year and additional items the ordinary subjects. 
Likewise, certain aspects units subjects may omitted; and only 
the minimum amount drill work may required, order find 
time for the work that more challenging. Differentiating assign- 
ments, wider choice studies, appropriate handwork 
adjustments classroom procedure. The introduction supervised 
study and the Dalton Plan also will emancipate the gifted child from 
the tyranny the majority and enable him proceed his own 
pace, under special guidance the teachers. The child who head 
and shoulders above the rest may encouraged also take part 
larger number extra-curricular activities and thus enrich his experi- 
ence and develop socially. must not forgotten that the school 
for the child, and not the child for the school. 

may added here that had occasion observe two 
children whose I.Q. was above 140, while they were the lower 
standards the high school course. But due lack adequate 
environment and scope for the development their intelligence, 
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found that one passed his matriculation examination quite 
ordinary student, and the other failed his First Year Science 
examination. 

CONCLUSION 


Our country present passing through formative period history, 
evolving, were, its manifold such, the reconstruc- 
tion the educational systems should find important place it. 
Unlike the popular craze for bringing down the standard education 
suit the majority the backward and relegate the gifted their 
fate, time for the educators make such adjustments the 
educational system benefit those who are endowed with exceptional 
gifts. Practices ‘play-way’ and ‘activity schools’ are surely good 
avenues for the outlet the surplus energy the child. Basic education 
has paved the way for good beginning. But noted that should 
only means end, and not end itself. The extra- 
curricular activities, devised the manner described above, should 
create opportunities for the artist and the scholar, the poet and 
the philosopher, the politician and the diplomat, and the scientist 
and the sage, helping each the efflorescence his specific excellence. 
These rightly trained children may regarded the custodians 
India’s destiny, representing her possibilities various arts, crafts and 
sciences and winning for her pre-eminent status among the nations 
the world. 
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LITERACY CAMPAIGNS With Special 


THE integration literacy campaigns with the objectives rural adult 
education holds promise good results theoretically, and from the 
reports such experiments were carried out isolated workers. 

The integration has not been worked out fully yet; should 
carried out both the top level, organization, and the lowest 
level, the methods used the worker direct contact with the 
rural population. 

easy show that the possibilities such integration have 
not been explored fully South India, from the fact that adult educa- 
tion programmes have been carried out, practically ignoring the 
necessity for stressing literacy; and the literacy workers have often 
stated that their aim achieve literacy and not propagate any 
particular set ideas. There some justification for these points 
view; yet the experience every social worker shows the need for 
integration between the objectives literacy and adult education. 

Mere literacy does not confer the right entry into the world 
ideas. Huxley, speaking the illiteracy the British electorate 
the last century, says that make them literate different from 
educating them any true sense the word. confer literacy 
without education lay table with plates, spoons and forks, but 
without any food it. 

The benefits literacy campaign are indirect; the removal 
illiteracy does not and cannot change the prejudices habits man, 
but contact with educated man helps open new vistas 
thought. This true any level culture. educated South 
Indian learning Hindustani from books will learn only words for long 
time, but learns from North Indian will understand the 
spirit the language and will gain something contact with 
stranger. 

was because many did not believe the benefits mere literacy 
that some years ago adult literacy campaigns were definitely discouraged 
waste energy and money. But this proceeded from two mistaken 
assumptions; one that literacy was not worth effort and the other 
that literacy was isolated objective. 

Adult education programmes the other hand have tried 
influence the rural population from distance means health 
exhibitions, agricultural demonstrations, broadcasts and educational 
films. These are usually directed crowd, whom only very few 
persons are influenced what they see and hear. 

true that propaganda cannot wait for the people become literate 
first; propaganda thrives political economic crises; employs 
direct persuasion. The Congress swept the polls exhorting the people 
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throw their votes into the yellow box; and when was thought 
necessary persuade the South Indian people eat wheat chapatis, the 
Governor Madras advised that the leaflets thrown away waste 
paper and few demonstrators who could make chapatis sent 
every village. People can persuaded, and ideas can communicated 
pictures, demonstrations, songs and word mouth. literacy 
merely aid propaganda but not essential it. 

All this true; and yet, the education the individual aimed 
at, reading invaluable aid. Propaganda speech finds adherents 
crises, revivalist meeting, election, but fails when 
aims inculcating habits health, economy industry. Slow, imper- 
ceptible and lasting changes are brought about the lives rural 
community only the contact other minds with theirs, 
persons books. 

few concrete examples will make this clear. 

The Gokulam colony Madras (there not much difference 
between the slum folk city and the members rural area—their 
social, economic and cultural level are the same) which now model 
village, with nearly all its inhabitants literate and with industrial 
school its midst, was the object literacy drive the beginning. 
small band literacy workers went there every other evening and 
taught the Tamil alphabet, not the Laubach method, but 
the ordinary methods pursued elementary schools. novel 
feature the teaching was the amount writing insisted on. The 
pupils copied out each new word they learnt several times, till ‘books’ 
used others were made out their copy When 
man had finished printed primer making fair copy it, 
was given the next read and copy out. The night school had 
successful year and out grew the Gokulam Colony, since the 
workers listened the men’s complaints that mere literacy was 
profit them. Co-operative house-building schemes were introduced, 
thrift society was formed, temperance propaganda was carried out, 
bee-keeping was encouraged and industrial school started. The 
peoples’ social habits were changed the extent that the colony now 
famous for its group marriages—all brides and grooms married 
year are married the same day and one feast serves for all and much 
expense saved. 

The colony the result literacy campaign merging into and 
continuing adult education scheme. Apart from literacy campaigns 
serving the ends adult education, literacy drives can gain their own 
objectives being touch with the aims adult education. The 
illiterate adult not wholly uneducated; his mother-tongue any 
the major Dravidian languages, the inheritor rich and 
expressive language and his speech habits has basic vocabulary 
nearly 2,000 words. peasant craftsman, and has the skills 
necessary his earning living; may able sing take part 
folk plays and may know stories and moral maxims; may, 
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hearsay, familiar not only with local, but with world events, some 
extent. Thanks widespread illiteracy all classes till recent years 
this country, literacy was merely skill and not the main vehicle 
culture. only now that the test literacy may used divide 
the classes from the masses. ‘The main reason for the urgency the 
removal mass illiteracy the need close this widening gap, and 
make the people the possessors homogeneous culture. This the 
common object literacy drives and adult education programmes, 
make all the people literate and familiar with certain ideas, conducive 
personal and social welfare. Literacy workers have first educate 
the illiterate make the effort required acquire literacy; this 
really part the education programme. 
Then literacy has imparted, with the help quick literacy 
methods and the adjuncts propaganda such song and film and 
fellowship the groups teachers and pupils. Then interesting reading 
material has provided continuously the new adult literates. 
here that literacy campaigns usually fail. There has been more than 
one instance the past group volunteers, going village for 
summer camp literacy work, and returning after six weeks with 
the report that more than hundred people had been made literate. 
was found the next year that the majority the new literates had 
relapsed into illiteracy. This may inevitable due lack 
continuity, but there also something wrong with the method. 
obvious that the villagers had not been educated value 
literacy and that the literates the locality had not continued the 
work. This pity, for literacy has three stages—learning spell 
out the letters, learning read book, learning read any simple 


prose the language. historian has remarked that Protestant 


countries Europe had wider and better literacy standard than 
Catholic countries, the nineteenth century, owing solely the 
fact that the Bible was read the Protestants. 


Literacy workers have find out the interests the people locally 

and provide improvised manuscript reading matter—this beyond the 
skill many them. One difficulty confronting literacy workers 
this—what they have teach not new vocabulary, but the written 
forms the words distinct from their speech forms. There 


great deal talk the variety and complexity the alphabet. 
The Madras Mail for year now has been carrying propaganda for 
teaching Tamil through the Roman script. complexity the 


Tamil alphabet really blessing, for ensures longer contact 
between teachers and pupils. adult may learn six weeks what 
the child takes six months learn, but some this period and some 
further period has spent the second stage—familiarity with 


ately grasped. pity that South India standard Tamil 
not spoken anyone. Each group educated uneducated uses the 
colloquial forms accompanied all the peculiarities which have 
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assumed local colour; but they not speak the form which 

dialogue written the second reader. The differences are very 
slight; they exist mainly certain conjunctions and verbal endings 
and the ways certain vowels and consonant combinations are 
pronounced. The child learns them the second class; the adult 
having learnt them once will not forget them easily child, but 
the second stage has gone through. speaker from Ceylon 

pointed out that Ceylon the educated Tamilian talks like book, 

while the uneducated man speaks colloquially, and drew humorous 

sketch rustic being cross-examined lawyer Tamil and 

unable understand the questions put him. This will not happen 
Tamil Nad, for the lawyer will also use colloquial forms. The 

Ceylon Tamil will able pick standard Tamil from talking with 

educated people, but the South Indians will not able so. 

Basic Schools, where craft takes part the time-table, the 
device insisting teachers and pupils talking standard Tamil the 
classroom has been adopted, promote good results language work. 
Some such method has adopted literacy workers, after they 
have won the confidence their pupils. over this second stage 
teaching, namely teaching how read book, that adult education- 
ists can help the literacy worker. ‘Till recent years, adult 
education propaganda was carried out advanced Tamil meant 
for University students, English. Now there attempt 
reach the masses, but the medium adopted either ornate Tamil 
humorous sketches colloquial Tamil. very seldom the Tamil 
that used simple books. Familiarity with the simple language 
used books should propagated every possible means, talks, 
posters and placards, broadcasts and speeches and plays. The 
reading sentences that serve exercises spelling, recognition 
book language, and understanding new ideas can begun even 
before the pupils have learnt half the alphabet. Thus the methods 
used, there should integration between literacy and education. 
brief reference the work the Women’s Welfare Department 
Madras will make clear how excellent the results can when there 
integration organization adult education and literacy work. The 
history this department goes back the critical years the war, 
when bombing was feared and there were trenches dug the 
streets and air-raid practice sirens were sounded the city. was 
realized that the wardens would helpless, the women grew 
panicky when there was bombing. The W.A.R.P.C. (The Women’s 
Air Raid Precaution Corps) was formed with trained, paid and 
voluntary, staff tell the women every division how act. They 
held meetings and demonstrations and did 
visiting, instructing the women how act crisis. There was 
idea inculcating literacy first, naturally. After the war was over, 
this corps was reorganized into the Women’s Welfare Department. 
Their work still based home visiting and individual contact, but 
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they run centres the city, towns and rural areas, where the 
women are taught handicrafts and educated everyday science, first 
aid and on. This department has only recently taken literacy 
work, but has the advantage having the pupils gathered and 
ready learn the preliminary spade-work has already been done. 

Basic Education aims this integration the worker; the basic 
education worker worker the field rural community service, 
taking literacy one her objectives. But literacy work improved 
the teachers having undergone special training, though continuity 
work with group can often make for lack special training. 

literacy workers are given wider and clearer objectives than the 
mere teaching the alphabet short-term service, and adult 
education workers are trained stress the value literacy and know 
something the technique language teaching, there will less 
wastage effort than now. adult education agencies such public 
speakers, publishers, dramatic companies, the writers radio pro- 
grammes and the various Government Departments, aim the 
creation and support literate public, much can achieved 
short time. 
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INTRODUCIN 
Fascinating Aspect 


Star study has always been included every scheme nature study. 
This should be. Star study integral part nature study, 
and one that cannot ignored. Night after night, the star-lit skies 
make jewelled canopy over our heads, and the myriad points light 
seem beckon with their incessant twinkling. 

And yet find that the place given star study any scheme 
nature work usually very minor character. There seems 
kind hesitancy, timidity even, when the study the stars 
comes for consideration subject included the courses 
study for school children. 

The reasons for this are obvious. Stars are seen only after dark. 
When children are their classes, the skies present blank face. 
How can there study the stars with stars seen? Nature 
study deals with things nature that can seen, handled and 
observed. During school hours there are stars that can 
observed and studied the children. 

Then again, believed difficult study the stars crowded 
cities such Bombay where the skies are obscured towering 
buildings and huddle roofs. Only small bits the sky can seen 
from any one place. How possible see the stars such places? 

Again, enthusiastic teacher may eager and willing initiate 
the children into the delights this study and may able find 
place the town where the skies may more open view. But the 
difficulty get the children together. They may living 
different parts the town; the parents may hesitate send their 
children out the dark—and star study means dark nights and not 
moon-lit nights; and the children may unwilling give their 
leisure hours the study such remote and unfriendly things 
the stars. 

Lastly, there are very few teachers who have knowledge the 
subject, much enthusiasm for it. many, gazing the stars seems 
futile pastime. The teaching the subject also means the sacrifice 
some hours from the scanty leisure teacher has, and extra 
call his exhausted energies. 

The plea that cities and towns have very few places convenient for 
star study mere excuse. Every city has many open spaces; there 
are parks, playgrounds and maidans. Many big buildings cities 
have spacious terraces where ‘there’s lots sky’, city child 
four exclaimed when she found herself terrace for the first time. 
Apart from this, the small bits sky that can seen every child 
from his room are not despised. They will open windows him 


which may far wider than the actual windows through which 
looks. 
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doubt difficult get children come together night, 
especially big cities. But when see hundreds children going 
the pictures other entertainments the late evening, with 
without their parents, should also possible for them meet for 
the study the stars. not the whole class, large part can 
surely got attend night, provided their interest has previously 
been captured. And the parents are nervous, they can invited 
accompany their children and join them the study fascinating 
part nature. 

Much the preliminary work will have done the classroom. 
well-planned, and the teacher succeeds rousing enthusiasm, 
the actual observation the stars will carried individual 
children their own, groups children living the same 
locality, and the children will ready attend when the class meets 
night. 

The main difficulty, course, lies the fact that the teacher knows 
very little and does not know how supplement his knowledge. There 
are many books English, and some the regional languages, that 
will help any intelligent person know the main constellations (star 
groups) and stars. The Weekly gives, the beginning 
every month, star chart showing the principal constellations visible 
during the month. These are very useful. careful study them, 
month month, accompanied actual study the skies, will equip 
teacher with all the knowledge needs start with. 

But better still, the teacher does not know the stars can say 
the children, don’t know the stars, nor you. Let study them 
together till get know them.’ Such frankness the teacher’s 
part appeals the children. such circumstances the study becomes 
joyous adventure for both teacher and taught. The teacher becomes 
one with the children, all learners together, comparing notes and 
sharing discoveries with one another, the spirit explorers. 

Star study part nature study included the studies 
the junior and middle classes. ambitious programme 
work this subject can laid down for these children. All they 
need get acquainted with the principal stars and constellations. 
This will include the principal zodiacal constellations, the star 
groups through which the sun seems pass the course the year, 
also some the lunar constellations, the groups stars through 
which the moon seems pass the course its journey across the 
sky. are several other important constellations that are not 
included these two groups, but have included the list 
constellations that the children must know. Then there are the twenty 
first-magnitude stars, which the children must know many 
possible, also some the well-known second-magnitude stars. 
this base, the star-studded sky will always for them source 
endless pleasure. Many the children may later build advanced 
courses study. school boy, after being casually introduced some 
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the constellations the course four nights, one who himself 
knew very few stars, became enthusiastic that immediately took 
hobby, began collecting books the subject, corresponding 
with the Royal Astronomical Society, and finally becoming member 
the Society. 

The study the stars not possible throughout the year. the 
rainy months the skies are too clouded. The months immediately 
preceding the monsoon are also not very satisfactory vapour 
beginning gather the skies, which tend obscured thin 
mists. But the brighter stars and constellations are visible through this 
misty veil. The best months for star study, however, are the winter 
months from November February. The atmosphere now washed 
clean all impurities, and even the tiniest stars seem shine with 
clear lustre. 

Apart from the general clarity and brightness the stars winter, 
the winter period rich many brilliant stars and constellations. 
Some the most important constellations are visible the early hours 
the night these months. And some eight nine first-magnitude 
stars are were assembled together one part the skies. This 
does not mean that these stars are not visible other months. But 
they are now visible more convenient hours. 

The Milky Way (Akash-Ganga) too, magnificent object the 
winter months, and children can easily follow its changing course. 

The stars rise and set like the sun, and possible see practi- 
cally all the stars one night one enterprising enough watch 
the skies from sunset sunrise. class middle school boys were 
once roused such pitch enthusiasm that they sat whole 
night wanting see all the stars that could seen and recognized 
them. 

Teachers different parts the country will have make their 
own programme work, according the months which clear skies 
will available for study the stars, and the star groups that will 
conveniently visible those 

Some people think necessary begin the study the stars with 
the Pole Star (Dhruva), the pivot the skies. But the 
Pole Star not very bright second-magnitude star, and has clear 
well-marked constellations nearby that can catch the imagination 
the child. best begin with some the conspicuous and 
brilliant constellations such Orion, the Great Bear, Scorpio. 

The best time study any constellation when not very near the 
horizon, where liable obscured mists, nor very high above 
the horizon, when the observer liable get crick the neck, 
straining backwards. Such neck-strain should carefully avoided 
tends bring headaches, and the physical strain associated 
with the study might lead mental nausea. 

The preparation for the actual work adventure and discovery 
among the stars will have made the classroom, followed 
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actual observation either individually groups the pupils 
themselves, and later the whole class with the teacher. 

The class lesson will depend entirely the personality the 
teacher, but will shaped, more less, the following 

The teacher talks generally about the stars, and makes the children 
talk about them—about their beauty, their variety, their bewildering 
multiplicity. 

then explains the children how the bewilderment will dis- 
appear when they come know least some the stars and learn 
call them their names. 

The children might ask, ‘Have the stars Some them 
might know the name least one—the Pole Star (Dhruva). Some 
may know the names few others—Orion (Mriga), Sirius (Vyadha), 
the Great Bear But nearly always the teacher will find that 
only the names are known. ‘The actual stars might never have been 
pointed out them. 

The teacher asks the children they would like know some the 
stars, and see them the skies. the approach has been correct, 
most the children will show great eagerness get acquainted with 
the stars. 

The teacher will already have decided which star star-group 
going introduce the children first. Suppose Orion (Mriga). 
There much interest the children this constellation, and 
the most brilliant the skies. 

The teacher draws the figure for the children the 


will helpful there are cyclostyled copies the figure for the 
children, better still, there stencil two, for the children 
draw the figure for themselves. 

The teacher talks about the name—Mriga—some children will know 
the meaning the name, ‘deer’. Does look like deer? Not very 
much, but can imagine the four corner stars the four legs, 
and the three small stars the left the head. They are actually 
called Mrigashirsha—head the deer. 
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The teacher now tells the children that the figure appears upright 
more northern latitudes. 

The upright figure should actually shown the children. They 
should hold the copies they have the upright position. The figure 
does not now look like animal. person stalking two legs. 
So, northern latitudes this constellation does not represent deer, but 
Orion the mighty The two 
corner stars the top are the 
shoulders, the bottom ones the legs. 
The three stars across form the belt, 
and the curving line small stars 
below the belt the hunting knife. 
The three tiny stars the top, 
course, mark the head. 

Cards perforated mark the 
places the stars, inserted one 
end long narrow boxes, and seen 
against the light, give fairly good 
idea the constellation seen 
the sky. 

the children are told what 
time and which part the sky 
look for the constellation, they will 
never fail find it. 

Thus the children can led from 
star star, and when sufficient 
number are known, the teacher might 
arrange meet the children under 
the skies, and spend class period 
forty minutes so, following the 
children their identification the stars. 

The trouble taken over star study well worth it, for not only does 
mean happy hours now, but gives children delightful hobby 
which can bring joy them throughout their lives. 

REUBEN 
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SCHOOLS AND THE What Primary 
Literacy not Education. With all her glorious traditions culture 


and literature, the Indian Union stands very low the field literacy. 
very small percentage the Indian population able read and 
write. The average percentage literacy for the whole 
India and for Bombay State. For Bombay City 
roughly per cent. Cities and urban areas have higher percentage 
literacy than rural areas. Literacy among men higher than 
among women. literacy among women alone hardly per 
cent. This most pathetic state affairs and calls for the 
immediate attention all thinking men. 

Literacy not education. only first step education. 
Even without formal literacy India’s rural population has maintained 
her civilization for several thousand years, through religious thought, 
tradition and India has now become free nation and 
going democracy. Democratic rule presupposes educated 
electorates and the first step educated electorate universal 
literacy. Every individual free and democratic country has 
good citizen and the basis good citizenship good education, 
which turn means universal literacy the first instance. 

Free and compulsory primary education has not been fully realized 


2) 


financial and other grounds, but the mere introduction free and 
compulsory primary education will not solve this problem. Free and 
compulsory primary education may bring children, which will amount 
roughly per cent the population. What about those boys and 
girls men and women who are already out reach schools but 
who will nevertheless play their part the country’s administration? 


The country will governed through adult franchise. The present 
illiterate adults will our voters and they will elect our State 
Central Governments. 
The problem the removal illiteracy has, therefore, attacked 
from both the ends order achieve rapid results. The Bombay 
Government, and perhaps other State Governments, have decided 
make education compulsory for all children between the ages 
and 11+ the first instance, and their finances improve, they 
propose bring all children the age This, itself, 
commendable, but something has done for the education 
those who are between the age-groups and 50. 
also the problem further education those who are literates but 
not sufficiently educated. The new Indian Government, both the 
centre and the States, will have solve these problems order 
make democratic rule the country possible. 
Literacy Campaign Bombay State. From the point view 
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literacy the State Bombay much ahead the other States with the 
exception few merged States such Baroda and Travancore. 
has introduced many educational schemes both expansion and 
improvement. The Government Bombay has attacked the problem 
mass illiteracy through Regional Committees compact concen- 
trated areas. The Bombay State has three regional languages: Marathi, 
Gujarati and Kannada. Marathi spoken the largest area the 
State, made eleven twelve districts, while Gujarati has six 
seven and Kannada has four. The Government has appointed each 
region non-official committee for adult education—or social education 
now called. The three committees the three linguistic 
regions are (1) The Regional Committee for Social Education, Maha- 
rashtra, with headquarters Poona; (2) The Regional Committee for 
Social Education, Gujarat, with headquarters Ahmedabad, and 
(3) The Regional Committee for Social Education, Karnatak, with 
headquarters Belgaum. 

These Committees have influential persons them. Many them 
are Members the Legislative Assembly and social and educational 
workers. Committees also have paid secretaries who work 
executive officers and carry social education work the districts 
their charge. each district few concentrated compact areas 
are selected and are put charge special officers for social educ- 
ation. present there are three four such compact areas 
each district the State, except Bombay city, where there 
independent Committee for social education, for carrying social 
education among illiterate adults the city proper. The main function 
these Committees carry intensive literacy programme 
and the same time create social cultural centres, where not only 
adults will taught but other educational and recreational activities 
will carried on. They have ambitious programme and the 
success will depend upon the type special officers and social 
workers they are likely get. The special officers compact areas 
are expected select their own social adult education workers 
and carry actual work through them. large majority the 
workers, sometimes almost all, are primary teachers from local schools. 
The workers are given Rs. per capita for every illiterate adult made 
literate, Rs. per month for conducting adult education 
class, and Rs. per capita for every illiterate adult turned literate 
from that class. addition small non-recurring grant for providing 
equipment per adult class also given. This brief the scheme 
for social adult education prevailing the State Bombay and 
has been force for the last two three years. 

The special officers compact areas are expected turn out one 
thousand adult literates during year and for that purpose grant 
Rs. 4,000 placed their disposal. The literacy tests are two: the 
first test expects adult illiterate able read and write 
have educational standard primary Standard and the second 
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SCHOOLS AND THE ILLITERACY PROBLEM 


test expects the same adult reach the educational standard 
primary Standard III. The worker will paid Rs. for the first 
test and Rs. for the second test. large majority adults 
through the first test only but very few far the second test. 
The first test alone cannot expected have any lasting literacy effect, 
and becomes waste unless the adult takes the second test. There is, 
therefore, considerable wastage this scheme, but honest 
attempt attack the illiteracy problem. 

The Schools and Literacy. The majority Adult Education workers 
are teachers from primary and secondary schools. They are immediately 
responsible the educational machinery Government, i.e. the 
Director Public Instruction, the Educational Inspectors the 
Administrative School administration does not hold itself 
responsible for adult education. Primary teachers belong local 
authorities and they will amenable Administrative Officers 
School Boards and some extent the Deputy Educational Inspectors. 
From this will seen that the adult education organization 
independent the regular school administration, and there co- 
ordination between the two. The regional adult education Committees 
have entirely depend upon the voluntary co-operation the officials 
the Education Department and any them say that their hands 
are already full, nothing can done. The regional Committees and 
special officers charge compact areas are thus handicapped. 
They experience this administrative difficulty and wish that they were 
part the school administration wherein all teachers and members 
the educational machinery would held responsible for adult 
social education work. 

Both primary and secondary schools should able lot for 
adult education. Schools are situated both villages and They 
have their teachers, school buildings and all the educational machinery 
suitable for any kind educational work. They are engaged school 
work during the day. But they are free the evenings, nights 
holidays. The adults are likely free during this time also. 
the schools and their teachers desire serve their country they can 
take adult education work during their spare time part their 
legitimate work and the Government may either pay them extra 
remuneration individually give extra grants the schools. The 
work done these schools the field social education can 
supervised and checked the regular inspecting officers. Thus the 
schools will not only the agencies imparting formal education 
the children school-going age particular area, but they will 
the centres for imparting social education adults both sexes. 
There will one common agency for both school education and adult 
education. Such agency will more economical and effective. The 
adult education work should part the work the Director 
Public Instruction’s office and enthusiastic independent Deputy 
Director Public Instruction may put charge it. may 
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called Deputy Director Public Instruction charge Adult 
Social Education, and will his duty co-ordinate all adult education 
work under the general supervision the Director Public 
Instruction. The regional Committees for social education may 
remain advisory bodies but the execution the work will done 
the Director Public Instruction. measure division 
labour, primary schools may take literacy work and the secondary 
schools may give extension lectures various useful subjects and 
thus help the cause further education among those who are already 
literates and who were not able complete their school career due 
financial and other difficulties. 

Due the introduction compulsory primary education, primary 
schools will found everywhere, all rural areas, perhaps almost 
all the villages the State. These schools rural areas can 
gradually developed into social cultural centres with one two 
enthusiastic teachers charge them. Each village should have 
primary school imparting educationto children from the ages 
the case may be. should also have adult education 
class for people between the ages and and 50. There 
should also library and reading room help further education 
and avoid wastage. scheme mass education can complete 
without these three: (1) primary school; (2) adult class, and (3) 
library. necessary the Primary Education Act may amended and 
called Mass Education Act which will require local authorities 
provide all these three educational agencies for each village their 
charge. The Government may have pay more grants local 
authorities, but then will worth-while investment. Teachers 
will have paid extra for their extra work and many teachers may 
take order add their earnings these days economic 
hardships. little compulsion may also have used. There 
may rewards and special increments for those schools and teachers 
who show special interest social education work and show better 
results. 

The schools may asked take census all illiterates between 
the ages and years their villages. The District Collectors 
Revenue authorities may help these schools taking such census. 
The teachers these schools must plan and decide make all the 
adults literate within specified time. this work turning out 
literates distributed among all the existing primary schools, and 
the present educational administrative agency held responsible 
for seeing through, great deal can achieved and the 
intensity the illiteracy problem will very much lessened. 
Teachers however will have specially trained for the work 
and intensive propaganda among illiterates will have done. For 
this propaganda the co-operation all the Government departments 
and public leaders will have secured. Moral pressure indirect 
compulsion may have brought all order that they 
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should attend the adult education classes regularly. Many time 
teachers are ready teach, but the illiterate adults not come 
forward learn. Something has done maintain regular 
attendance. Mere persuasion and propaganda are not able keep 
the enthusiasm adult illiterates. They might require from time 
time indirect moral pressure from Revenue authorities who 
have also magisterial powers. Practical interest taken this work 
District Collector Taluka Mamlatdar will long way 
strengthen the cause adult education. 

Teachers can also undertake this adult education work through 
their pupils the higher classes. The illiterate adults are many 
time parents relations the pupils the school. Some pupils 
may find possible through love and persuasion educate their own 
illiterate parents relations. 

The problem illiteracy will have attacked from all sides and 
help from every possible source will have taken. Formal 
instruction the three may not appreciated adults. Talks, 
story-telling, newspaper reading any other recreational activity 
such the cinema, music, bhajans and kirtans ballad singing, may 
have used means getting the adults together. The teacher 
charge these classes will have have great perseverance, tenacity 
and desire serve. Even some remuneration for extra work 
given the choice proper teacher will have made. The 
success failure this scheme will depend upon the type teachers 
and the supervising officers are able get. 
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THE MEASUREMENT What Makesa 
TEACHING APTITUDE Good Teacher? 


THERE are few vocations with which people general are familiar 
with teaching, and consequently almost everyone has his own 
opinion regarding the qualities necessary for success 
However, strange fact that experimental studies the field have 
far produced few positive results. 

with most other aptitude tests the biggest stumbling-block 
the framing valid test teaching aptitude the selection 
valid criterion teaching success. success judged the 
marks obtained the final examination professional course? 
judged the opinions principals and inspectors? are not 
the changes brought about the pupils the most valid criterion? 
These are some the problems that crop with regard the 
selection the criterion. 

The selection success professional course criterion 
presents some difficulties. There are several tests framed this 
principle. One such test the Coxe-Orleans Prognosis Test Teaching 
Ability (World Book Co.) which claims predict ‘probable success 
classroom teaching for students thinking about entering just enter- 
ing teacher-training institution’. coefficients validity are not 
with ‘teaching success’ but with comprehensive achievement test 
normal school work the end the first year work ten 
teacher-training institutions New York State’. This test has five 
parts (a) general information; items dependent the student’s 
observation classroom practices; (c) short presentations educa- 
tional topics, followed questions intended measure the ability 
the student learn the types materials used teacher-training 
courses; (d) paragraphs dealing with educational reading matter, 
followed questions intended test the student’s comprehension 
such materials; and (e) description educational problems, followed 
questions judge the student’s reaction each situation. 
Although the average coefficient validity reported the authors 
valid criterion teaching success. 

The main objection selecting judgements principals and 
inspectors criterion teaching success that, unless the judges 
are very intimately associated with the teacher’s work, what observed 
the specific behaviour the teacher the classroom certain 
occasions; what the relation between specifics and universals 
cannot say with any certainty. 

Selecting changes brought about pupils criterion raises 
several issues. For one thing, the changes must obviously measured 
with reference the aims education, and educationists are far from 
agreed what the aims should be. Again, what kind changes are 
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THE MEASUREMENT TEACHING APTITUDE 


looked for? knowledge skill? Or, should 
rather take into consideration attitudes, ideals, interests, and apprecia- 
Further complications arise when ask whether the changes 
measured can taken their face value, and whether they are caused 
teaching alone. 

get over some the difficulties mentioned above more direct 
method has been adopted: measuring directly the qualities which are 
supposed associated with teaching success. Many such studies have 
been made the United States America. one study, Common- 
wealth Teacher-Training Study, five-year project directed 
Charters and Douglas Waples, group competent judges listed and 
defined eighty-three teacher traits, and grouping these reduced the 
number twenty-five. The list included the following traits: adapt- 
ability, attractive personal appearance, breadth interest, carefulness, 
considerateness, co-operation, dependability, enthusiasm, fluency, force- 
fulness, good judgement, health, honesty, industry, leadership, 
magnetism, neatness, open-mindedness, originality, progressiveness, 
promptness, refinement, scholarship, self-control, and thrift. 

Interesting results are obtained when pupils are asked what qualities 
they like teachers. Studies show that pupils like teachers best who 
are: helpful school work; cheerful, happy, good-natured; human, 
friendly and companionable; who explain lessons and assignments 
clearly, using examples their teaching; who can take joke and have 
sense humour. Students also believe that those teachers are most 
effective who are exacting standards work; strict marking; 
and who explain lessons well, plan their work, and know their subject 
thoroughly. 

While experimental studies throw little light the problem 
teaching aptitude, may profitable consider the actual admission 
procedures followed training colleges abroad. recent study 
involving fifty training colleges the United States America reveals 
that the following factors were most frequently taken into considera- 
tion: minimum scholastic average, courses followed school and 
college, health, performance comprehensive examination, character, 
principal’s rating, and score teaching aptitude test. 

the view the writer that the solution the problem probably 
lies the direction the new Gestalt psychology, one the funda- 
mental principles which that the whole more than the sum 
its parts. Instead of, were, dissecting the teacher’s personality 
into components and considering specific traits such intelligence, 
social adaptability, etc., the teacher’s personality whole should 
considered relation its impact the personalities the pupils. 
recent study was found that the greater the quality teacher— 
pupil interaction the higher was the teacher rated the pupil. The 
search for conditions which ensure maximum teacher—pupil relationship 
would, therefore, probably succeed where previous attempts have failed. 

CHOTHIA 
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NEW HORIZONS 
MEXICAN EDUCATION 


Account 
Experiment 
Progress 


Tue Mexican Revolution was the expression downtrodden and 
impoverished people’s hunger for Land and Liberty: the cry was 
Libertad’. But once liberty was assured, the slogan took 
the form ‘Tierra Libros’. Books, literacy, education: Mexico 
needed these more than anything else consolidate its new-won 
victories. Indeed, ever since 1922, the Ministry Education has been 
active fostering cultural renaissance. Its motto ‘Educar 
Redimir’: educate redeem. For the Mexican Revolutionary 
Party which organized the Revolution, and the party that has ever 
since been power, truly nationalist party. 

socialist too its orientation. Its inspiration comes from 
Karl Marx but not communist: owes allegiance Lenin 
Stalin. The Communist Party Mexico is, party the 
opposition the left, just the Clerical Party opposition party 
the extreme right. Certain socialist convictions, therefore, form 


the core the present philosophy Mexican education. Chief among 
these are the following: 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


The State activating force. neither despotic nor 
liberal State; not paramount the individual, nor, the 
other hand, does allow the individual absolute freedom 
choice. directs movement within the State. 

The State must seek overcome social inertia through well- 
directed and planned educational policy. The organization and 
control country’s schools vital the organization and 
control its armed forces. 

Every child has right knowledge and truth and culture less 
than food and health; and likewise has duty think and 
act from its earliest years for the well-being the group and the 
community which belongs. 

The teacher more than schoolmaster pedagogue. 
leader the march towards social and economic justice. 
must ever active the struggle for social change and must 
necessarily steeped socialist ideology. 

Even before the Revolution had been brought successful con- 
clusion 1921, and before these socialistic principles could fully 
applied determining post-revolution educational policies, issue 
had been joined with the Catholic Church, which had virtual 
monopoly Mexican education. The struggle between the Church 
and the nationalists had begun struggle for wealth and property, 
and the first blow the power the Church was dealt far back 
1857 when its vast landed estates, accumulated over the centuries, 
were confiscated the Reformists that age. Not till 1917, when 
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the Constitution laid down that primary education shall secular, 
was direct challenge hurled the Church. 


However, the complete secularization education was but 


first step towards the achievement social revolution through 


the schooling the masses. That schooling had made the direct 
responsibility the State. Accordingly, the article the Constitu- 
tion that related education was amended 1933 read: 


The education imparted the State shall socialistic one and, 
addition excluding all religious doctrine, shall combat 
fanaticism and prejudices organizing its instruction and 
activities way that shall permit the creation youth 
exact and rational concept the universe and social life. 

Only the State—Federation, States, Municipalities—shall impart 
primary, secondary and normal education. 


While going declare that individuals who desire impart 
education may permitted so, the article lays down the 
conditions which they must satisfy. They must persons with 
morality and ideology suitable for the fulfilment the educational 
aim. ‘To quote the text itself: 


view this, religious corporations, the ministers cults, 
the organizations which preferably exclusively carry 
educational activities, and the associations societies bound 
directly indirectly the propaganda ofa religious creed 
shall way interfere primary, secondary normal schools, 
nor shall they permitted assist these financially. 


Having taken complete charge the nation’s schooling, the 
State today determined eradicate This one 
the primary aims Mexican education. The personality every 
Mexican child—boy and girl alike, and co-educational methods— 
must, realized, developed its fullest extent and nothing 
allowed interfere with free and full pursuit the truth. 
Completely secular, every child’s education was perfectly 
scientific and rational well. Through school textbook, through 
revolutionary song and dance, through the pictorial arts, must 
made shed his age-old fears and acquire modern, rational 
approach life. 

the same time the new Mexican schooling meant anything 
but academic and theoretical. Education present-day Mexico 
conceived very practical preparation for life, rather for the 
particular sort life the pupil will called upon live. 
process adapting men and women their surroundings and circum- 
stances; eminently practical and functional. much that 
the Mexican school seeks, variety ways, directly serve the 
social, economic and moral needs the community caters for. 
This particularly true the rural schools, for rural conditions call 
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DUSTOOR 


for immediate improvement and, after all, the backward 
areas that nearly eighty per cent Mexico’s population pass their 
lives. such settings the actual problems that confront the local 
inhabitants form part the normal school curriculum. other 
words, school-work also some measure community-work. Both 
pupils and teachers devote proportion their time and energy 
satisfying the immediate needs their milieu, such the eradica- 
tion malaria, the improvement the water supply, the reduction 
alcoholism, the construction more and better houses, and the 
advancement local industries and agriculture. 

The social revolution that Mexico’s nationalists are striving bring 
about necessarily implies not only Mexico economically independent 
the foreigner but also nation enjoying economic equilibrium, 
nation which class thrives the expense another. These 
goals are still very far from realization. Even today the country the 
happy hunting-ground every variety economic adventurer. 
these circumstances, the nation’s educators are determined that the 
nation and every section shall made highly exploitation-conscious. 
All the skills schoolmaster, artist, painter, song-writer, and all the 
techniques propaganda are thrown into this battle for economic 
Mexicanization. 

The battle, realized, cannot won, however, long man’s 
outlook remains fundamentally individualistic. Hence Mexican education 
aims the creation co-operative society, society which all 
elements strive for common goal and employ common means for the 
attainment it. Accordingly, every form co-operative activity 
encouraged Mexico’s schools. Every school has its co-operative garden 
and its co-operative store; indeed, the very management the 
school the joint responsibility the community, the pupils and the 
staff. And the classroom less than the playground, the pupils 
function largely group, for projects and problems are matter 

Finally, those who are making the new Mexico are nationalists 
well socialists, nor their nationalism just another facet their 
economics. other words, they not stop short desiderating 
Mexico for Mexicans, even Mexico for Mexicans; they want 
too—and, perhaps, above all else—a Mexico Mexicans. national- 
ism cultural well economic, and their endeavour create 
revival pride Mexico’s indigenous culture. longer must Mexico 
its ancient Aztec and Maya culture, must find expression distinctly 
Mexican way. For its population still basically Indian. Only some 
fifteen per cent the people are purely European descent, all the 
rest have Indian blood them. fact one Mexican every three 
without single drop European blood him; and least two 
million Mexicans this day are entirely innocent Spanish any 
other Western language, but use one other the country’s fifty-odd 
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NEW HORIZONS MEXICAN EDUCATION 
Indian tongues. Accordingly, the whole emphasis, culturally, 
renaissance indigenous art even while strenuous efforts are being 

made the same time carry Spanish, the national language, the 

remotest village. the schools, Mexican songs, Mexican folk- 

dances, Mexican games and forms sport, Mexican motifs painting 

and the decorative arts that are fostered. Everywhere Mexico today 
the accent the need for revival the people’s ancient culture. 
The architects the Mexico tomorrow are building according 

very clearly conceived plans. They are working with 

There nothing random about the great educational experiment that 

this moment progress distant Mexico. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Visual History Mankind. Books I-III. 
Orro and and 
Parrish Books distributed George 
Harrap Co. Ltd, 1948, 1949. 3s. each, 


The three books this series are 
certainly new venture the teaching 
history and making more real and 
live subject for pupils schools. The out- 
standing feature the Isotype, pictorial 
which has been utilized the 
medium information. 

The books contain series colourful 
charts, colourful not merely from the 
aesthetic point view but colours with 
meaning. Symbols and colours are re- 
peated over and over again 
familiarize the teacher and pupils with 
the language, the pictures. 

books not attempt deal with 
the history particular period country, 
nor kings and princes, battles and wars. 
more the development social 
history the life man from early 
modern times, different parts the 
world. the first book for example, the 
visual history mankind illustrated 
from the point view how human 
beings learned make use their natural 
environment before written history began. 
The second book develops the idea how 
great fundamental discoveries made 
possible for men live and work larger 
groups and how problems social 
organization resulted from this. The third 
book visualizes the improvement means 
communication—the spread know- 
ledge the fight against diseases the 
building empires, and the final evolution 
democracy. 

All this not narrated but depicted 
the form clearly drawn charts devoid 
unnecessary detail. 

The books are written essentially for 
English children but are valuable 
children other countries they give 
them wider background their know- 
ledge the history and the development 
mankind—his arts and his mode living. 

This series meant essentially for 
senior and advanced pupils. The pictures 
are not exactly easy read—they require 
concentration and thought and certainly 
intelligent teacher make the best use 
them with class pupils. They are 


thought-provoking and are meant not only 
set pupils thinking but find out other 
facts for themselves. questionable 
matter however how many pupils 
would inclined pursue this further 
search for knowledge after the 
strain studying the charts and finding 
out the answers the questions which are 
complement each page. 
Undoubtedly there wealth know- 
ledge for the interested pupil. One the 
criticisms that may levelled against 
these books that some the questions 
sre clumsily framed and others are 
times vague. While some are absurdly 
obvious, others again would tax the brain 
intelligent adult. 


The books cannot used texts but 
they are certainly excellent for supple- 
menting dead facts history, and could 
used the greatest advantage only 
intelligent teacher who would know 
how use them, and who would know 
how get the pupils interested them. 


The Discovery the Child. 
Demy 8vo, pp. 508. Kala 
Kshetra, Madras. 1949. 


The book under review pre-eminently 
practical guide the student interested 
the Montessori method, and should 
inspire one who concerned with the 
welfare and education children their 
early years. 

This memorial her research, The 
Discovery the Child, re-issue 
the famous work Madam Montessori. 
presents the experiments conducted for 
nearly half century, and the discoveries 
the child mind the formative years 
three six. 

The earlier chapters are helpful the 
reader understanding the history the 
methods experimental teaching applied 
pioneers the days when 
Montessori, assistant mental clinic, 
took interest ‘deficient children’. 
The success the experiment inspired 
her evolve scientific method educa- 
tion for normal children special schools 
christened Houses’, which 
fact developed into laboratories 
psychology. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


The thought and the experience 
lifetime spent search the soul the 
child, faithfully recorded the author, 
leave deep impression the mind the 
reader. good deal interesting material 
seasoned with genuine anecdotes from 
life-histories young pupils has been 
compiled from infant schools and the first 
classes elementary schools run 
Montessori lines India and abroad. 

truism that normal child finds 
happiness toys and games, and the play 
world his natural habitat. Thus the 
sensory toys and the ingenious 
games attractive the child, rouse his 
interest, and are devices for the education 
the senses the formative period, which 
the highest pedagogic interest. The 
materials (objects) are carefully selected 
suit the age children, the description 
which has been detailed with accuracy. 
Directions the manipulation these 
the educator are clearly given, 
ensure spontaneous activity. These, 
says the author, are ‘aids’ leading the 
development the ‘higher intellectual 
powers’, and evolve ‘rationality’. 

The methods instruction described 
throughout the volume take into 
ation the spontaneous mental development 
children even school subjects such 
writing, language, reading and 
arithmetic. means observation and 
experience child capable acquiring 
useful information from the practical world 
subjects such science, music, art and 
handicrafts. The expression work the 
pupil rather than the teaching subject 
the mistress the fundamental idea 
that the educator bear mind. 

Apart from anything else, what emerges 
from this book the portrait the 
extraordinary She teaches 
little, but observes great deal, and the 
whose function guide 
the individual She expect 
from her pupils spontaneous inquiry and 
voluntary exploration their surround- 
fascinating, attractive, the guardian angel 
‘minds concentrated efforts which 
are elevate them’. expected that 
she should learn observe, calm, 
patient, humble and loving. and 
not words’ form her main 


special feature the Montessori 
experiment the ‘silence’ This 
prepares the child for withdrawing into 
himself, and strengthens his ‘inner 
restraint’. Repression replaced 
control the child himself. Discipline 
which follow silent activity some 
mysterious ways, and sense new 
dignity. 

The power the spirit radiates joy and 
wisdom, and the environment trans- 
formed. the spirit the book, which 
adds its charm. The language 
simple. The various topics are introduced 
and discussed interesting manner. 
There are instances repetition the 
same thoughts, which perhaps are neces- 
sary stress their importance. The 
numerous illustrations depicting the 
activities children Montessori classes 
different countries are descriptive, and 
helpful. 

There little doubt that the author has 
been inspired achieve this marvellous 
success solving her problem, which 
not merely pedagogic, but psychological— 
problem which ‘concerns humanity’. 

The method based psychological 
principles, which the preliminary years 
can used with modification train 
and guide children any clime, and 
the later stages instruction will 
aid the development their latent 
possibilities. 

The Young School 

Cr. 8vo. Pp. viii 128. 

Oliver Boyd. 1950. 6s. 

the Jesuit priest, ‘after that you may 
with him what you will.’ The importance 
the early years the training 
children has now become almost axiomatic 
educational psychology. the book 
under review, Miss Highfield underlines 
the extreme importance early training 
the case backward and maladjusted 
Even educationally advanced 
countries such England, the problem 
the backward child does not ordinarily 
challenge public attention till about 
the age ten eleven, because then 
that his nuisance value becomes more 
widely felt. According the author, this 
false educational economy. the 
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NEW EDUCATIONAL LIBRARY entirely new series volumes 
repared under the Advisory Editorship Lord Gorell, C.B.E., M.C., 
assisted Advisory including Albert Mansbridge, C.H., 
Hon. M.A., LL.D., Sir Cyril Norwood, M.A., Hon. Lit., Sir Charles Grant 
Robertson, M.A., Hon. LL.D., Strong, B.A., F.R.S.L., and 
Potter, C.B.E., M.A., B.Sc. The Library has cost over £50,000 prepare and 
the result over six years’ research more than 100 eminent scholars and 
experts. Here are the subjects 


ENGLISH : Language and Liter- 


THE ARTS: Painting, Drawing, 
Architecture. 


ature. Sculpture 
FRENCH How Speak and GERMAN How Speak and 
Write It. Write It. 

HISTORY: Mankind and His BIOLOGY The Living 
Story. Things. 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE: Man’s LAW AND GOVERNMENT: 
Conquest of Matter and Space. Its Principles and Practice. 
GEOGRAPHY: The World and ECONOMICS: Man and His 

MATHEMATICS Theory and PSYCHOLOGY: The Study 

Practice. Man’s Mind. 

The New Educational Library covers wide field knowledge and the books 
while they have been planned up-to-date text-books for educational bodies, 
are also ideal practical guides for the individual reader, the conclusion 

each there are questions, and detailed study guide, 
which includes full lists books for further reading, also incorporated. 
Over 3,000 illustrations, consisting drawings and diagrams, 
reinforce and add the interest the text. volume measures inches 
inches and contains 384 pages. has 416 pages). The Library 
uniformly bound blue bookcloth, with titles gold darker blue 
The dust jackets are attractive design and vary colour for each volume. 
Despite the high cost production, world distribution has made possible 
price these volumes Rs. 9-12 (Rs. 10-1 including sales tax), plus postage As. 12. 


Prominent professors India have written appreciations these valuable 
up-to-date works. shall glad forward descriptive leaflet and excerpts 
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duty the State arrange for the ascer- 
tainment and selection maladjusted 
children when they are about six years old, 
and provide for period two years 
special environment for such pupils—an 
environment which would both 
remedial and educative. 

The book based experiment 
conducted the author Infants 
Adjustment Class sixteen children 
school Leicester. She describes the 
various methods used—diagnostic inter- 
views with the parents, make-believe 
activities, the art lesson and other creative 
work—in dealing with the emotional 
factors responsible for the backwardness 
these pupils. experiment was 
successful, for resulted improved 
parent-child relationships and what the 
author calls ‘learning readiness’ the 
part But, Miss Highfield 
herself admits, before these results can 
systematically evaluated, the experiment 
has tried out much larger scale. 
analysis the problem the book 
inadequate, because the case-histories lack 
substance, the treatment sketchy and 
the points are not driven home. For 


book 128 pages the price six shillings 

certainly high. There is, however, 

useful bibliography the end and 

interesting questionnaire devised accord- 
ing method for assessing parental 
attitude. 

Handbook for the Improvement Text- 
books and Teaching Aids 
Pp. 172, 6d. 
This handbook with lengthy title 

divided into three parts: Historical Back- 

ground, The Programme UNESCO, 
and Recommendations, which are 
admirably succinct and fairly easy 
consult, though there index. The 
recommendations are addressed indivi- 
dual teachers, teachers’ associations, 
authors and publishers well local 
and national educational authorities, and 
are well worth study. The discussion 
methods textbook analysis particularly 
useful, and first step towards the 
improvement history and geography 
that such analysis will applied the 
textbooks current use India and 
Pakistan. 


Printed Brown, the Wesley Press and Publishing House, Mysore City and 
published Geoffrey the Oxford University Press, Bombay 
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Ina B.A., (Hons.) 
Diploma Pedagogy, University London 

The books are graded begin with practice letters, words and 
simplest constructions; goes little reading pieces correct and 
English with stories, fables, letter-writing, rhymes and poems, 
easy vocabulary and style: exercises involving vocabulary and 
grammar, avoiding formal teaching, with devices substitution tables, 
opposites, true and false tests, joining, filling blanks, straightening 


Reader for Form As. 15; Reader for Form II, As, 
Reader for Form Re. 1-2; Reader for Form LV, Re. 1-4 


the same author 
ENGLISH GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION 


jumbled sentences, etc. 
Part for Form IV, Re. 1-4; Part for Forms 


VI, Re. 1-12; Part III for Form III, Re. 


VARADACHARY CO. 


Booksellers and Publishers, Lingha Chetty Street, Madras 


VILLAGE ABC 


456 Brief Hints Rural Reconstruction 


The author deals with 456 classified items village life which require im- 
mediate attention and offers his suggestions. His aim promote the welfare 
and happiness the men, women and children villages India and Pakistan. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


LIBRARIANS SHORT SPACE 


arrangement with University Microfilms, 313 First Street, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, U.S.A. Vol. XXII onwards Teaching can 
obtained subscribers, the end the volume year, microfilm 


cost approximately equal that binding the same volumes 
cloth. Inquiries should addressed University Microfilms. 

suggested that the printed issues kept unbound and circulat- 
for the first two three years, when they are most used. demand 


slackens, the printed copies can destroyed and microfilm used for 
reference instead. 
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Printing Servi 
Printing Service 
Highly efficient mechanical typesetting plant, and the 

latest machinery for economical and speedy production 


HEADLEY BROTHERS 
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Educational and Technical Books Speciality 


BOOKS LASTING VALUE EVERY LIBRARY SHOULD POSSESS 
LINSEED OIL AND ITS PRODUCTS—By VIDYARTHI, 
(Tech.), etc. Oil Technologist and Chem. Engineer. This 
illustrated book, the only authentic publication the subject dealing mainly with 
Indian conditions. excellent guide and reference book. Price 3-6, 


5s. 

BRAHM-ATITHI—A unique publication Gujarati the Great Poet 

Nanalal Kavi Gujarat. gives 700 rhymes the reception HEAVEN 

the Great Poet his colleagues. Nice non-stop reading Prof. Hasit Buch, M.A. 
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NEW AND FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 


THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE: Course Grammar and Composition 
M.A. Four Books. Books and (in Preparation) 


The four books this course will provide complete study the English 
language for pupils secondary grammar schools and other schools where 
systematic study English made. 

THE BEGINNER’S GUIDE THE SENTENCE 
Scholars Book (in Preparation) Teachers Answer Book (in Preparation) 


The book divided into three parts, Part dealing with words sentences, 
Part with the recognition the simpler parts speech and Part with the 
function these the simple sentence. 


ADVANCED VERSE APPRECIATION 


Mossy, M.A. and M.A. 5s. 


The work this book designed cover two-year course for pupils 
the higher forms grammar schools and for English 
Training Colleges. 

FURTHER WORDS WORK 
Frank Mossy, M.A. and M.A. 2s. 6d. 


The aim this book train children the close understanding and 
sensitive appreciation what they read, questioning them various passages 
prose and poetry and pictures which they are given for consideration. 
The passages are drawn from wide range well-known classical and modern 
writers. 

SPEECH SCHOOLS 
This book provides comprehensive and detailed examination every 


specialist teachers and others particularly interested the subject. 


ADDITIONS THE MINSTER ENGLISH TEXTS 
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Fair (in Preparation) 
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Augustus and the Dragon PLUNKETT 1s. 
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OXFORD JUNIOR 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA 


512 pp., 600 text figures, colour plates, 30s. 


Twelve volumes, each dealing with one subject-group, and 
General Index Volume comprise the plan. They are full 
information that they will constant use placed 
They provide vital knowledge every possible 
subject entertaining manner. The illustrations make 
special appeal the young mind, unrivalled and 
fascinating work the greatest possible value and benefit 
all young readers, and indeed its usefulness will not 
outgrown later life. 
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Primarily textbook for University students and teachers under 
training, all interested readers should find lucid and useful 
introduction the subject. 
Issues Today). 5s. 
Discusses the role and requirements teacher society 
which education instrument national policy. 
ERNON 
Courses, grants, staffing, all receive adequate consideration this 
thorough examination the 
cation) 
Provides sound training literary appreciation. 


handbook for teachers which discusses the place Social 
Studies the school curriculum. 


Discusses the suitability History subject for the 
School. 


dition. 
WEBSTER’S GEOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY. 80s. 

Includes 40,000 entries from ancient times the present-day and 
177 maps including colour. 


This well-known work, which was out print for long, now 
available. 
Geography, University London. Rs. 50-10 
designed for the teaching the “geography access- 
ibility”. 
DEVELOPING VILLAGE INDIA. with 144 Halftones. Ready 
shortly. Probably Rs. 
symposium distinguished and expert contributors various 
aspects the Indian village. 
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY PHYSICAL TRAINING 
Gives authoritative and not easily available information 
subject basic importance. 
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